
 
 
 

SPE
®
 ISSUES CALL FOR SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS FOR 

GRADUATE-LEVEL RESEARCH IN AUTOMOTIVE COMPOSITES  

TROY (DETROIT), MICH. – The organizing committee for the SSPPEE  AAuuttoommoottiivvee  CCoommppoossiitteess  

CCoonnffeerreennccee  &&  EExxhhiibbiittiioonn (SPE ACCE) announced today that it will again bestow two $2,000 USD 
scholarships for graduate-level research in polymer composites that has impact on ground 
transportation.  Students interested in applying will find a Scholarship Application form available for 
downloading at www.speautomotive.com/comp.htm; applications should be submitted 
electronically to ACCEpapers@speautomotive.com by June 30, 2009 for awards to be announced 
in early August.  Shares of the proceeds from last year’s SSPPEE  AACCCCEE  show are funding this year’s 
scholarships. 

Winners will be selected from the pool of qualified applicants by SSPPEE  AACCCCEE  committee members 
and representatives from General Motors, Ford Motor Company, and Chrysler LLC.  Winning students 
will be required to report on the results of their findings during the tenth-annual SSPPEE  AACCCCEE, which 
takes place in September 2010. 

This is the third year conference organizers have offered scholarships.  In 2007, two awards were 
made in honor of journalist and composites-industry insider, Steve Loud who passed away in 2006.  
The recipients were  

 Roston Elwell from Texas A&M University (College Station, Texas) for research on the 

UUssee  ooff  AAccttiivvee--CCoorree  CCoommppoossiittee  SSaannddwwiicchh  PPaanneellss  ffoorr  IImmpprroovveedd  AAuuttoommoottiivvee  SSaaffeettyy; 
and  

 Alejandro Londono-Hurtado from University of Wisconsin-Madison (Madison, Wisc.) 

whose work involved SSiimmuullaattiioonn  aanndd  NNuummeerriiccaall  MMooddeelliinngg  ooff  FFiibbeerr  OOrriieennttaattiioonn  aanndd  
DDeennssiittyy  DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  DDuurriinngg  MMoollddiinngg  ooff  FFiibbeerr--RReeiinnffoorrcceedd  AAuuttoommoottiivvee  PPaarrttss.   

In 2008, two new winners were selected:   

 Uday Sharma of University of Michigan-Dearborn (Dearborn, Mich.) has been 
researching AAnnaallyyssiiss  ooff  TThheerrmmooppllaassttiicc  WWoovveenn  CCoommppoossiitteess  aatt  HHiigghh--SSttrraaiinn  RRaatteess, while  

 Tobias Potyra of Fraunhofer Institute of Chemical Technology (Pfinztal, Germany) 

worked on NNeeww  DDiirreecctt  PPrroocceessssiinngg  TTeecchhnnoollooggyy  ffoorr  tthhee  MMaannuuffaaccttuurree  ooff  SSMMCC  PPaarrttss  
((DDiirreecctt--SSMMCC)).  

Both students will present the results of their work at the 2009 SSPPEE  AACCCCEE conference, September 15-
17, 2009.    

http://www.speautomotive.com/comp.htm
mailto:ACCEpapers@speautomotive.com


The ACCE typically draws over 400 speakers, exhibitors, sponsors, and attendees from 14 
countries on 4 continents with fully one-third indicating they work for an OEM involved in ground 
transportation or aerospace/aviation.  Interestingly, over the past few years, the types of 
transportation OEMs represented at the show have continued to broaden beyond traditional 
automotive and light truck, to include agriculture, truck & bus, heavy truck, and aviation.  This trend 
may indicate greater interest in technology sharing among transportation OEMs and suppliers. 

Held annually in suburban Detroit, the ACCE provides an environment dedicated solely to 
discussion and networking about advances in the automotive composites industry.  Its global appeal 
is evident in the diversity of exhibitors, speakers, and attendees who come to the conference from 
Europe, the Middle East, and Asia / Pacific as well as North America and who represent 
transportation OEMs and tier suppliers; composite materials, processing equipment, additives, and 
reinforcement suppliers; trade associations, consultants, university and government labs; media; and 
investment bankers.  The show is sponsored jointly by the SPE Automotive and Composites 
Divisions.   

For more information about the SPE Automotive Composites Conference, visit the Composites’ 
Division website at www.4spe.org/communities/divisions/d39.php, or the Automotive Division’s 
website at www.speautomotive.com/comp.htm , or contact the group at +1.248.244.8993, or write 

SPE Automotive Division, 1800 Crooks Road, Suite A, Troy, MI 48084, USA.  For more information on 
the Society of Plastics Engineers International or other SPE events, visit the SPE website at 
www.4spe.org, or call +1.203.775.0471.   
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® SPE is a registered trademark of the Society of Plastics Engineers International. 

 
TO OPT OUT ON FUTURE UPDATES ON THE SPE AUTOMOTIVE COMPOSITES CONFERENCE, please send us an 
e-mail at: media@speautomotive.com and include the eAddress you wish removed from our distribution list or 
click on the link provided. Thank you! 
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